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Lady Lin bade her servants take them some tea. Wang III
was as frightened as a ghost. He implored his mother to find
someone to get him out of the difficulty. At last. Lady Lin
said: "I believe old woman Wen knows his Lordship Hsi-m&n.
Some years ago she acted as intermediary in his daughter's
marriage. She must know him well."
"If she does, send for her/' Wang III said.
"But a few days ago," his mother said, "you insulted her
and she has not been here since. You offended her. I don't
see how I can ask her now, and I don't suppose she would
come if I did."
"Good Mother," Wang III said, "this matter is extremely
serious. Send for her and I will beg her pardon,"
Lady Lin sent Yung Ting, the boy, to fetch the old woman.
Yung Ting went quietly out by the back-gate and brought her.
"Old mother Wen,"' Wang III said, "you know his Lord-
ship Hsi-men and you must save my life."
The old woman pretended she could do nothing. "I arranged
his daughter's wedding some years ago, but I have hardly been
to his house since. It is a very big establishment, I can hardly
expect to go there very often."
Wang III knelt down. "Old mother Wen," he said, "if
you will only help me, I will see you do not lose by it. I will
remember your kindness as long as I live. These fellows are
trying to get me to go to the court and I don't want to go."
Old woman W£n looked at Lady Lin. "Yes," the young
man's mother said, "help him if you can."
"I am not going alone," the old woman said. "Put on your
hat and clothes. Sir. I will take you to see his Lordship, and
you can settle the business for yourself. I will say what I can
on your behalf and, doubtless, everything will soon be all
right."
"These fellows are very anxious to find me," Wang III
said. "I am afraid they will see us as we go out."
"Don't worry about that/5 old woman Wen said, "I will
go and pacify them. 1*11 arrange for them to have something
to eat and drink and, while they are eating, I'll get you out
by the back-door. They won't see us."
" She went to the outer hall and made a reverence to Little
Chang and the others. "I have come on behalf of her Lady-

